Sequence showing how a complex-shaped object is made by successively deforming and heating it. 
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The material can take various forms 
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A strip of material is deformed in an oven. It is subjected to torsion stress, clearly visible in bright colors under polarized light. These colors fade away within a few minutes when hot: the material has taken a new, permanent shape.
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Other photos are available at CNRS Photo Library (phototheque@cnrs-bellevue.fr).

